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 THANK YOU! 

  

The Executive Board and staff of the Chief Cornplanter Council would like to thank all Scouts and Scouters, and the en-

tire Warren County Community, for an memorable and exciting 2008. From Camp, to the visit by the Chief Scout        

Executive, to our cub recruitment, to our Popcorn and Peanut sales and everything else in between - it was a busy year 

for everyone but certainly a great time for Scouting in our Council. 

  

Now we must not rest on those achievements, but rather, build on them as we head into 2009 and beyond. Much still 

needs to be accomplished: we have camp infrastructure needs, we still need youth members to sign up for the 2010  

National Jamboree, and other issues. We need to focus our attention on not only being a successful Council in 2009, but 

also towards Scouting's 100th Anniversary year of 2010 and all the exciting local and national events that year will hold. 

  

Having had a "dry run" at this with our own 95th Anniversary celebration, we head into this year with the knowledge that 

2009 and 2010 will both be memorable and successful years as well for our Council and those who stay with Scouting 

into 2013 will get to celebrate our Council's 100th Anniversary. 

  

Think about that for a moment. 16 other Councils, some much larger than ours, began before ours between 1910 and 

1913.  Because of financial mismanagement, lack of volunteer support, or other reasons, all of those Councils went out 

of business or merged with another Council. We're it! And we should protect our Council's long legacy of service to youth 

with pride; always focused on jealously retaining our title of "America's Oldest Council."  We may be small in size      

compared to other Councils, but we have something special in our tenure that NO OTHER Council can claim. 

  

We need to use our status as America's Oldest Council as a cornerstone for future success, so that we can make that 

same claim 100 years from now; and Scouts from our Council can always proudly claim that they were Scouts in our 

Council. Once again, thank you for an amazing 2008. Let's get working on an even better 2009! 

CHILI DINNER FOR CAMP IS FOR BOY SCOUT AND CUB SCOUT LEADERS!! 
Mark your calendars now for Thursday, February 6th and plan to attend the annual Camp Leaders Chili Dinner.  This 
dinner will be held at the North Warren Presbyterian Church on State Street in North Warren. Starting time for the      
evening is 6:00PM. 
This dinner is being hosted by the Gyantwachia Lodge, Order of the Arrow and is designed to give our Scout leaders 
more information about the specifics of the upcoming summer camp session at Camp Olmsted.  All leaders who are 
planning to attend summer camp with their units are invited to attend.  Please call 723-6700 and let us know how many 
in your unit are attending.  If we donôt receive your reservation by January 30th, you might receive an empty bowl!!! 



 

  

 COUNCIL  NEWS  
SURF THE WEB 

 Those of you who use the internet and have not yet tried "Goodsearch.com" as your search engine, we strongly urge 

you to consider giving it a try. In the 12 months since we started with Goodsearch, we've raised roughly $100 for the 

support of the Council. That's not much, but it's not money out of the pockets of anyone in Warren County either. 

  

Goodsearch partnered with Yahoo to provide a way for charities to raise money by searching the internet.  The money 

we receive from each search comes from those who advertise on Goodsearch. Every time you do an internet search, 

or buy something online through ebay or Best Buy (and many others), we receive a portion of the advertising revenue. 

  

It's VERY simple, and the search results are through Yahoo, which many people use as their default search engine 

anyway. All you need to do is go to goodsearch.com.  In the line "who do you Goodsearch forò  type in                   

"Chief Cornplanter" and we will automatically start receiving funds each time you search. Check out their page. If you 

buy from ebay or a long list of retailers, using Goodsearch, we get a portion of advertising revenue as well. In one year 

we've done almost 8,000 searches for our Council on Goodsearch! 

  

If just 20 Scouters did 20 searches a day, each work day for the next year, that would be 96,000 searches and we 

would raise over $1,200. If you buy things online through Goodsearch, that would increase that total. It's easy, doesn't 

cost you a penny, and the search results are good. Please consider using Goodsearch, and unit leaders, we ask that 

you pass this information on to your Scouts and encourage them to support Scouting by searching the internet using 

Goodsearch as well. 

SILVER BEAVER AWARD REMINDER 

  

The Silver Beaver Award is the highest honor a Council can bestow on a volunteer. It is presented to a deserving    

Scouter each year based on a number of criteria which include that person's tenure in Scouting, contribution to Scouting 

(not necessarily cash contributions but also in terms of time, effort and devotion to Scouting as a movement in our  

Council), as well as their dedication to their chosen religious affiliation and the public at large.  The person nominated 

must be a registered member of the Boy Scouts of America. 

  

In order to even be considered for the award, an individual must first be nominated.  No one may nominate them self.  

After all nominations are collected, members of the  Council Silver Beaver Lodge anonymously decide, based solely on 

the qualifications presented in the nomination forms, who the next Silver Beaver Recipient will be. 

  

Nominations are currently being accepted. You may nominate anyone who you feel is deserving - whether they currently 

go above and beyond for Scouting, or they have in the past and have not yet been honored. The point is, if you donôt 

nominate someone, they canôt even be considered for the honor. It takes a little time to do, but it's worth the effort.  

Nomination forms can be obtained at the Council Service Center.  Please take some time to nominate a deserving  

Scouter!  Nomination forms are due into the Service Center before March 13.  We will accept them after that date (and 

any time) but those received after March 13 will not be considered for the award until 2010. 

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DINNER TO BE HELD 
  

This yearôs Volunteer Recognition Dinner will take place on Thursday, May 7th, in Warren.  This event is planned as an 
opportunity for adult Scouters to spend an evening out with other Scouters, meet their spouses and enjoy the             
camaraderie of the gathering. This event should be attended by Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, All unit leaders, All       
Committee people, All Charter Reps, All Institutional heads and their spouses. Everyone is welcome and everyone is 
expected! Leaders who have earned their respective training knots must submit their applications into the office by April 
1st in order for us to process the paperwork. The knots are presented at this dinner. More details will be in the next  
Pathfinder.  



 

  

ACCEPTING SCOUTS FOR NATIONAL JAMBOREE 

  

Just a few slots are left for Scouts to attend the National Jamboree in 2010.  This Jamboree is being planned to be the 

biggest and best Jamboree ever held by the Boy Scouts of America. Boys who attend will have the opportunity to see 

and do things they never thought possible, as well as meet fellow Scouts from all 50 states and many other countries. 

Not everyone will be able to say they attended the 100th Anniversary Celebration at the National Jamboree!!! 

All Scouts from Webelos to age 16 can attend (see age rules below). 

  

Scouts attending the National Jamboree in 2010 must attend Summer Camp, 2010 at Camp Olmsted. There will be no 

charge for Summer Camp for Jamboree participants. All Scouts attending must have at least 2 full summer Scout   

uniforms. We will be placing a large order for uniform parts in the fall of 2009 and this should save everyone a lot 

money. 
  

Cost to attend the 2010 National Scout Jamboree  is only $1,450.  We've done our level-best to keep the fee as low 

as possible. We've broken the payments into easy to manage installments and all participants will receive a coupon 

payment book upon paying their initial deposit. In addition, camperships will be available and there will be other     

fund-raising opportunities which will benefit the participants only and the Council will only use these funds for the   

Jamboree and related expenses.  
  

IF YOU THINK IT COSTS TOO MUCH TO AFFORD, YOU'RE WRONG. We wonôt deny any Scout who wants to par-

ticipate and has a financial need. Don't miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity because you think you can't afford it. 

This fee includes transportation, meals and lodging en route to and from the jamboree, special patches, neckerchief, 

patrol and troop equipment, a Jamboree training weekend, a final ñshakedownò week (summer camp 2010) and a 

sightseeing trip (2005 Jamboree went to Washington D.C.).  
  

TO REGISTER:  All Scouts wishing to attend the Jamboree must register on line at myscouting.org.  You will need to 

create an account for yourself. Once you do that, and log in, click on "Event Reservations", then click on "Jamboree" 

and you will be walked through the registration process.  This is a National Office requirement and there is a $10   

processing charge at the end of the registration process.  The $10 processing fee will be discounted from the total 

Jamboree price.  In addition, in order to secure your spot, interested participants must submit a $100 deposit and  

Jamboree Registration form to the Council Office as soon as possible.   

For More Information: Contact Dart Summerson at (814) 489-3479 

 Kevin Bonner, Scout Executive (email: kbonner@bsamail.org )  

NATIONAL JAMBOREE PAYMENTS DUE 

  

If you've registered for the National Jamboree online, you need to also register at the Council Office and submit a $100 

deposit. If you've submitted your deposit but have not yet registered online, you still need to do that. Both of these must 

occur for you to be considered as part of our contingent.  

 

All participants, both youth and adult need to know that your second payment of $100 is now due to the Council Service 

Center. You may pay more than the $100 if you wish, or pay a little each month, or just wait until the next notice is is-

sued. The National Office has a very strict payment policy that we must adhere to. When you make a payment towards 

the Jamboree, those funds are sequestered in their own account and we do not use them for anything else. This way we 

can always ensure that we have funds to send the National Office as required. 

  

So, again, those planning to attend the National Jamboree in 2010 need to send in or drop off their next $100 payment 

as soon as possible. 

 COUNCIL  NEWS  

http://us.mc842.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=kbonner@bsamail.org


 

  

DISTRICT  NEWS  

WINDOW DISPLAY 
Units have asked that we once again have a window   
display contest in the Council. We will do that. Units are 
expected and encouraged, no matter how big or small to 
set up a display in a local store or business to show your 
town what your unit is doing.  Packs and Troops in the 
same town may work together on a joint display for 
Monday, February 2nd through Friday, February 6th. We 
cannot judge your display unless we know that you are 
going to participate; So please inform the Betts Service 
Center where your displays are located .  
Certificates of participation will be presented at the annual 
Council Recognition Dinner in May. 

UNIFORM DAY 
Wear your uniform to school, work or play on        
Wednesday, February 4th!  That will be the day to show 
your SCOUTING PRIDE as all Scouts and Scouters 
celebrate scouting on Anniversary Day. 

SCOUT SUNDAY 
Although Sunday, February 1st, 2009 is the nationally 
recognized Scout Sunday, your unit can schedule your 
service for any Sunday throughout the month of February.  
Units are encouraged to take part and assist with their 
various religious affiliation services and activities that day. 
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DISTRICT AWARD OF MERIT 
NOMINATIONS 

 
The District Award of Merit is the highest award that a 

district can bestow on a vol-
unteer Scouter. The Chief 
Cornplanter Council is     
currently accepting nomina-
tions for individuals that 
have shown noteworthy   

service of exceptional    character to youth. We    en-
courage you to nominate individuals from your unit or 
your district    worthy of such consideration. 
Nomination forms for this award are available at the 
Betts Service Center.  

SUMMER CAMP REALLY TAKING SHAPE 
 Scout Executive Kevin Bonner & Program Vice President 
Chad Betts are pleased to announce that, as of press 
time, the program for Summer Camp is really taking 
shape. We've nailed down the merit badges we will be 
offering at Boy Scout week, the Webelos program is be-
ing solidified, and volunteers are flocking to help man all 
the program areas.  Camp Director Bill Wilson and Pro-
gram Director Ernie Crawford are really working hard to 
make sure that every boy who attends camp this summer 
will take away memories to last a lifetime.  The Camp 
Leader Guidebook will be available shortly with all the 
program details. We will go over camp in detail at the 
Chili Dinner. See the article on the Chili Dinner elsewhere 
in this edition and make plans now to be there and make 
sure your boys come to Camp Olmsted this summer to 
make some history with us! Scouts At Work 

 
Look for new signs around the 
county soon. Thanks to the gen-
erosity of some of our fellow 
Scouters, new signs have been 
made for Eagle Scout projects. 
Frames are in the process of 
being made and these signs will 
be available soon.  
 
If you have a Scout that will be 

working on his Eagle project, these signs will 
be available on a first come system. They can 
be used when your project is actively being 
worked on, and it will let the public know who is 
doing the good service. Yes the Troop number 
is interchangeable.  

Have you scheduled your 
Order of the Arrow  

unit elections? 



 

  

DISTRICT  NEWS  
Winter Camp/ Klondike Derby 

The 2009 Klondike Derby will be held Friday January 
16, 2009 and Saturday, January 17, 2009 at Camp Olm-
sted. 
We will gather Friday evening for a campout. You do not 
need to attend the campout to participate in the derby 
on Saturday. While the cost is $3.00 each, it will be the 
same whether you camp or not. The Chair for the event 
this year is Marty Yucha. Registration for the derby on 
Saturday is from 8:15 AM until the event starts at 9:00 
AM. The event should be over around 3:00 PM.  Scouts 
need to bring their lunches and a can of soup for the 
Mulligan Stew. Please do not bring Tomato or cream 
soups. Scoutmasters, flyers are in your mailboxes(if you 
havenôt already received them).  
 Reservations need to be in by January 9th. 

Pinewood Derby Workshop  
Do you have trouble putting cars together or just donôt have the tools to do it properly, then this workshop is for you. 
Pinewood Derby Chairman Al Webster would like to announce that he is putting together  Pinewood Derby Car Work-
shops again this year. The workshops would begin at 6:30 PM and end around 8:30 PM.  This is open to any parent/boy 
teams who needs help with their car. We will have to limit the size each night to about twenty boys/parent teams. You 
may sign up for a workshop by contacting Al Webster at 723-6285.  There will be NO CHARGE for these workshops. 
You will however need to supply your own Official Pinewood  Derby kit from the scout shop and anything that you may 
want to include on your car (stickers, drivers, pipes...etc.).  

CONGRATULATIONS 2008 EAGLE 
CANDIDATES 

Remember the Trail to Eagle is traveled by many scouts 
but only approx. 4% will climb to the summit and earn the 
Eagle Badge.  Once again the Eagle candidates of Chief 

Cornplanter Council have done an exceptional job serving 
their community with their service projects and representing 

their troops as they came before the Eagle Boards.  I am 
proud and honored to have been a part of this process and 

look forward to 2009. 
 YOU DON'T JUST FLY 

YOU RULE 
THE SKY 

  
Happy Holidays 
Dave Mourer 
Eagle Board Chairman  

WEBELOS NEED TO CAMP 

 All Webelos need to get some camping experience in. It's part of the graduated program of the Boy Scouts of America. 

It's proven that Webelos who cross into Boy Scouts and have little or no camping experience don't often remain in Boy 

Scouts very long. We urge all Cubmasters and Webelos Leaders to get their Webelos out camping as much as possi-

ble.  If you have no place to take your Webelos Scouts camping, cabins and campsites at Camp Olmsted are available 

for a nominal fee.  To reserve a cabin or site, please contact the Betts Scout Service Center with dates, at least one 

month before you plan to camp. 

Super Woodcarving Session Starting Jan. 11th  
 
Wes Augenstein has gone overboard in his service to 
Scouting. Starting Sunday January 11th at 1:30ð4:00 
PM, anyone can join us as we carve a bear from start to 
finish (3-5 weeks). We will be doing this as a group. Wes 
has a taped step-by-step project that we will be watching 
and then carving along with. This is a great opportunity 
for beginner and experienced carvers.  
 
The classes will be held in Wesôs workshop at 614 High 
Street  Youngsville, Pa. There is no charge for the ses-
sions. This is open to all Boy Scouts and adults and your 
friends.  
 
It is essential that we know how many are coming so that 
we may have carving blanks prepared. Please contact 
Wes (563-4247) or Ernie (723-6700) ASAP.   

Pizza and Hockey January 31st Reminder 

Leaders, Donôt forget to contact Sean Jones  at the 
Jamestown Savings Bank Ice Arena 716-484-2624 by  
Jan. 15th, 2009 to reserve your tickets for the  Pizza 
Party and Hockey night. This will be held at the James-
town Savings Bank Ice Arena  at 319 West Third St in 
Jamestown New York. The Pizza Party begins at 6:00 
and concludes shortly before the games 7:35 PM face-off. 
The Jamestown Jets will face the Cleveland Harrow. 
 
The cost for this event is only $10.00 per person.  

Christmas Walk Thank You 
I would like to thank all the units that participated in the 
December 5th Christmas Walk. It was reported that all 
who attended had a good time. This is a great way to get 
involved in your community and is appreciated by the 
residents of Warren County. 



 

  

 COUNCIL  NEWS  
POPCORN AND PEANUTS A HUGE SUCCESS 

  

Our fall Popcorn and Peanuts sale was the best we've ever had.  Our Scouts combined sold in excess of $92,000 worth 

of product (gross) - a new record for our Council! The newest products, peanuts, accounted for 20% of our total sale. 

Of course, the Council doesn't get to keep all that money. We pay the popcorn and peanut companies a major chunk of 

it, and our Scouts got to keep over $30,000 of it.  We also purchase all of the incentive prizes out of the Council share of 

funds. The point of selling Popcorn and Peanuts is not for the Council to get rich - it's so that all of our Packs, Troops, 

Crews and Posts who sell, and sell well, can have enough funds to provide a high-quality program for the youth we 

serve. Now its up to our units to provide a FUN, exciting program that will help keep Scouts active, as well as attract and 

recruit new ones. 

  

A huge thanks to Council Fall Popcorn Chair Mary Gustafson for her leadership in this effort. Also many thanks to the 

unit leaders and other adults who support the sale and encourage the youth in their units to sell. We hope that 2009 will 

be even bigger as the ONE Pack and ONE Troop/Post/Crew with the highest per-youth sales amounts will receive 100% 

commission from their sale. Nothing paid to the Council. You achieve the top per-youth sale and you keep all the profit 

from that sale. You will still have to pay for the product sold. All of our units have the opportunity to achieve this, regard-

less how many youth you have registered. 

  

The 100% commissions start with our Spring "Treats For Troops" effort which starts on March 26. Get your youth mem-

bers excited now to go out and sell both popcorn and peanuts. We don't know of any other Council offering 100% com-

missions, and we may be crazy, but we feel strongly that if you do an amazing job and have the highest average per-

youth sale, you deserve it. More to come on Treats For Troops in our next Pathfinder and in the sale packets which will 

be distributed to all units. 

2008 Eagle Scout Roll 
Congratulations from  the Chief Cornplanter Council 
to the following Scouts who have achieved Scoutingôs 

highest award and honorð  
 
 
 
 
 

the Eagle Scout rank   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Kurt Sherrard , son of Jeni and Mike Sherrard, is a 
member of Boy Scout Troop 6, sponsored by the St. 
Joseph Roman Catholic Church, Mike Crone, Scout-
master. 
 
Leo Braswell , son of Jane and Jim Sibble, is a mem-
ber of Boy Scout Troop 22, sponsored by the Irvine 
United Methodist Church, Barb Mourer, Scoutmaster. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW DISTRICT 
CHAIRMAN     

In December 2008, the Handsome Lake Dis-
trict welcomed a new District Chairman.  On 
December 11th, 2008, Brad Peterson of War-
ren was elected to serve as the District Chair-
man of the Handsome Lake District.  Brad 

was involved in Scouting as youth and is serving as an 
Assistant Scoutmaster for Troop 8. He is currently em-
ployed by Verizon Telecomm as a field supervisor. 
Please congratulate Brad when you see him next! 

CUB SCOUT OVERNIGHTER 
 
The 2009 Cub Scout Overnighter event will take place on 
Friday, March 13

th
- Saturday, March 14

th
, 2009  The over-

nighter will take place at a location that has not been de-
termined yet.  We do not have a chairman for this event. 
Any interested persons may contact Ernie Crawford (723-
6700) to volunteer. This event is open to all Cub Scouts 
with leadership and/or adult partners. Plan to join the fun. 
More details will be given in the next Pathfinder and also 
put into the unit mailboxes in the form of a flyer. 



 

  

ROTARY PANCAKE SUPPER 

  

 The annual Rotary Pancake Supper is scheduled for March 17 at the Knights of Columbus in Warren. This event is a 

great way for us to partner with the Rotary, raise some funds, and get some service hours for our Scouts all at the same 

time. We will need help setting up, tearing down and also we have a need for Scouts to serve as waiters during the sup-

per. Those who help will receive one free ticket to the dinner, which includes all-you-can-eat pancakes and  sausage. 

 

 We also have a need to sell as many tickets for the event as possible. You don't need to be a Warren unit to help!  Units 

may ask for as many tickets as they feel they can likely sell. In return, those units selling Rotary Pancake tickets will re-

ceive a flat $2 for each ticket they sell. Last year we had one unit who made nearly $200 for very little effort, and many 

more sold as well. To help at the event, please contact District Executive Ernie Crawford.  If you would like to raise some 

more funds for your Pack or Troop by selling tickets, please contact Scout Executive Kevin Bonner. 

  

As the Rotary Pavilion at Camp Olmsted bears witness, we have a long-standing relationship with the Rotary Club. This 

is not a one-way relationship of them helping Scouting. "A Scout is Helpful", and we do our part each year to help them 

as well. We urge everyone who is registered in this Council will purchase a Rotary Pancake ticket (or a few) and bring 

the family out to the Pancake Supper on March 17. 

EAGLE SCOUT CONRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to the following young men who achieved the rank of Eagle Scout during 2008: 

Kurt Sherrard  

Kyle Leichtenberger   

Chris Priester  

Jake Lawson   

Ethan Swanson   

Travis Cunningham   

Eric Williams   

Hunter Proctor   

Logan Meyer   

Leo Braswell  

 COUNCIL  NEWS  

PAINTING AT CAMP 

  

If you've been to Camp Olmsted over the past few months you would have seen that the bulk of our buildings have a 

new coat of paint on them.  Lots of people to thank for that including Gyantwachia Lodge Order of the Arrow,             

Matt Franklin and friends, Troop 8, Troop 9, Troop 22  and last but certainly not least our Ranger Tim Leichtenberger for 

all his help in gathering supplies and coordinating the projects. 

  

We still have a few buildings which need to be "adopted" including the Shower House with its newly renovated  interior, 

the Cook's Cabin, and the Ranger's House.  If your Troop, Crew or Post has not yet adopted a building or Program Area, 

we hope that you will consider doing so. All paint and supplies will be available to you at no charge to your unit. Take 

your youth to camp for the weekend and you can get a lot of the painting done and have some fun at the same time. 

  

In order to adopt a building or program area, all we need to know is which one you would like to take care of and the 

dates of when you would like to start the painting.  Please contact Scout Executive Kevin Bonner to make your           

arrangements. 
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Council Calendar  
Chief Cornplanter Council Activity Calendar 
 

January  
1-2 Happy New Year, Betts Service Center Closed   
3 OA Family Banquet and Lodge Meeting 
8 Leaders Meeting  
15 District Committee Meeting 
16-17 Survival Camp / Klondike Derby 
19  Martin Luther King Day, BSSC Closed 

 
February  
1 Scout Sunday ðòA Scout is Reverentò 
4 Uniform Day at School 
6 Camp Leaders Chili Dinner Meeting  
12 District Committee Meeting 
16 Presidentôs Day, Betts Service Center Closed  
 
March  
5 Leaders Meeting  
12 District Committee Meeting 
13 Cub Scout Overnight 
17 Rotary Pancake Supper 
26  Treats for the Troops Sale starts 
28  Boy Scout Olympics 

CHIEF CORNPLANTER COUNCIL  
ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 

The Chief Cornplanter Council, BSA will hold its Annual 
meeting and election on Monday, January 26, 2009.  The 
location will be in the Slater Room at the Warren Public 
Library in Warren. Time to begin is 4:30 PM. 
Individuals seeking to submit nominations for the Council 
Executive Board MUST submit the nominations in writing 
to the chairman of the Council Nominating Committee.  
Nominations should be sent to: 

John Eggleston, Chairman 
Council Nominating Committee 

Chief Cornplanter Council 
316 Fourth Avenue 

Warren, Pennsylvania 16365  

Thank You 
 
The Red Cross of Warren County wants to thank all the 
youth organizations that supported the ñCards for Sol-
diersò during this holiday season. The Red Cross was 
able to mail out over 150 cards because of the effort of 
the youth in Warren County. Itôs so important that all the 
men and women know we are thinking of them, and how 
important their efforts are. I hope everyone has a happy 
and safe holiday season, and we are looking forward to 
working with you all in 2009. 


