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 TREATS FOR THE TROOPS   
Council Treats For The Troops Chair Ed Burris announces that the effort to send as much popcorn to our active-duty 
military members in Iraq & Afghanistan is back this Spring for a third year. We sincerely hope that all of our Packs, 
Troops, Crews and Posts participate in this important service.Over the past two years we've sent nearly $15,000 worth 
of popcorn and peanuts to our troops overseas with the help of generous people in the community and the USO.This 
year we will have four products to choose from: $14 Microwaveable popcorn, $8 Carmel Corn tins, a $5 bag of peanuts 
will be added to the list of items. The USO sent us pictures of one of the camps our soldiers are stationed in Iraq and told 
us how very much they appreciate the treats we're sending. Our hope is that every Scout will set a personal goal of sell-
ing $200 worth of popcorn and peanuts so that we can send as much of these items as possible to those who are laying 
their lives on the line in active war zones. Units who sell will receive a straight 35% commission from their unit 
sales. Sales forms will be mailed to all unit leaders soon. The sale starts March 26th and ends April 23rd - when we 
hope to send over $10,000 of treats to our troops.  Let's all pitch in and make this year's effort even more successful 
than last year. 

CENTENNIAL QUALITY COUNCIL  
  

As you may have seen in the newspaper, our Council has achieved the National Centennial Quality Council Award from 
the National Office for the year 2008.  This is a huge accomplishment for us, considering our size relative to other Coun-
cils, as well as the obstacles we've needed to hurdle.  For the first time since 2001, and only the second time since 
1998, we've put all the pieces together. Ten pieces to be exact!  The National Office use to require Councils to pass 7 
out of 10 items in order to be considered "Quality". Now, however, a Council must achieve all 10 items - no mean feat. 
We balanced our budget, were plus in membership, had new gifts to our Endowment fund, were plus in the retention of 
youth, and excelled in all other requirements. Handsome Lake District was also recognized as a National Centennial 
Quality District for 2008. 
  

We're able to achieve this lofty honor because of the quality of program our volunteers offer our boys and because eve-
ryone in the Chief Cornplanter Council unselfishly pitches in to get things done. Hats off to everyone in our Council, 
youth and adult. Without you we couldn't have done it. And now that we have, there's no reason we can't put a string 
together. Let's show the BSA that America's Oldest Council (and third smallest) can achieve Quality in 2009 and be-
yond.  Thanks to everyone! 

PANCAKES ANYONE?  
  

March 17 is the date of the annual Rotary Pancake Supper at the Knights of Columbus in Warren. Tickets are just $7 per 
adult and $5 for children under 12.  The event is all-you-can-eat, so the price is very reasonable.  Looking for something 
different for dinner? Come support the Rotary Club of Warren at their annual Pancake Supper on Marrch 17. You can 
get tickets by dropping by the Betts Scout Service Center during regular business hours. 
  

In addition, we will need Scouts in uniform to help serve as waiters and bus boys for the evening. All waiters in uniform 
will get to eat for free. This counts as public service hours for all Scouts.  To help us out at the Pancake Supper, contact 
Ernie Crawford at the Service Center so we know how many we can expect. The Rotary donates a portion of the pro-
ceeds from this event to our Council each year. 



 

  

 COUNCIL  NEWS  
COUNCIL RECOGNITION DINNER  

This year's Annual Scouter Recognition Dinner will be on May 7th at St. Joseph R.C. Church on Pennsylvania Avenue in 
Warren. Doors open at 6 PM and dinner will be served at 6:30. Dinner will be a buffet. Even with the price of everything 
going up, we were able to hold the cost of the event to the same price as last year. Just $15 per person/$25 per couple.  
Many would spend that much on an evening out anywhere else, but when you come to the annual Recognition Dinner, 
you get to share your time in fun and fellowship with other Scouters. All awards will be presented at the Dinner including 
the District Award of Merit and the coveted Silver Beaver Award. All adults in our Council are invited to attend. Come 
share a few hours with others who share our mission of service to youth through Scouting.  Please find your personal 
invitation in this issue of Pathfinder. You may register for the event at the Betts Scout Service Center or by calling there 
before April 24. You may pay at the door, but please at least phone ahead so that we may know how many people to 
expect. 

WEBELOS -TO - SCOUT  
TRANSITION  

  

Now is the time for all graduating Webelos to join a Boy 
Scout Troop.  There are plenty to choose from! 
  

Hopefully all Packs and Troops have a relationship so 
your boys can graduate seamlessly. If your Pack does not 
know which Troop to graduate your Webelos into, please 
contact Ernie at the Betts Scout Service Center and he'll 
give you some direction. 
If you're a Troop and don't know where your new Scouts 
are coming from, please call Ernie as well so that we can 
hook you up with a local Pack. 
  

The BSA has the program of Cub Scouting in order to 
"grow" new Boy Scouts. Make sure your Webelos know 
that Boy Scouting is not more years of crafts, macaroni 
gluing, and making napkin holders! Let them know all the 
fun, exciting things that are awaiting them to discover in 
Boy Scouting. 
  

As always, there will be no transfer fee for all Webelos 
graduating to Boy Scouts up to April 1. After that date, the 
$1 transfer fee will go back into effect. 

THE SILVER BEAVER AWARD  
  

The Silver Beaver Award is a national Scouting award, presented by the local Council, to volunteers within their Council 
who exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives, who have rendered service to Scouting above and beyond the 
call of duty, and who have proven themselves worthy of this high honor by helping in their community and in their reli-
gious affiliation as well. 
  

Mike Brennan, Chair of the Council Silver Beaver Lodge, would like to remind everyone that Silver Beavers are so hon-
ored because someone took the time to nominate them for the award. No individual may receive the award without hav-
ing been formally nominated for it.  Once the close date for accepting nominations has passed, members of our Coun-
cil's Silver Beaver Lodge will meet, discuss the merits of each nomination, and select a worth individual as the next re-
cipient of the prestigious Silver Beaver Award. 
  

So, if you know someone who you feel is deserving of this high honor, please take the time to nominate them.  Official 
nomination forms are available online or at the Betts Scout Service Center. 
  

Nominations must be submitted to the Council office no later than March 24 to be considered.  The Silver Beaver Award 
will be officially presented at our Council annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on May 7, 2009. 



 

  

CAMP  NEWS  
CUB CAMP OPEN TO ALL!  

  

Whether your boy is an incoming Tiger, Wolf, Bear or Webelos Scout, all Cubs, Leaders, Parents and Siblings are in-
vited to participate in our Cub Camp this summer. We're calling it the "Cub Scout Summer Adventure." 
  

The Cub Scout Summer Adventure is four fun-filled days at Camp Birdsall-Edey off of the Grunderville Rd. 
Our Cub Summer Adventure will provide great programs with exciting activities for all Scouts and their 
families. This summerôs  ñCool Ridesò  car theme will include activities like archery, sports,  BB guns, 

nature, swimming, cookouts, hikes, building a Cub-Mobile and a model race car, excellent meals 
prepared for our overnighters and bag lunches for all day campers are all part of the FUN! 
  

We've also made the cost so ridiculously affordable that it should be hard to pass up this opportunity. And, if a Cub ab-
solutely cannot afford to attend, the Council policy is never to deny a boy a camp experience so "Camperships" are 
available. To apply for a campership, check with your unit leader or pick one up at the Betts Scout Service Center during 
regular business hours. This is going to be an amazing time for all Cubs and we donôt want any boy to miss out. 
  

Each registered Cub Scout in the Council should have already received a flyer in the mail telling all the details of this 
amazing opportunity. If you did not get one, please contact the Scout Office as soon as possible.  
 We hope to see you all at our Cub Summer Adventure this year! 

SPRING CAMPOREE  
 
We will be holding our spring camporee this year on April 24th-26th. It will 
be a local event. Tentative plans are for it to be held at Hearts Content. The 
chairman for this event is Mike Crone. He will be assisted by John Proctor 
and Dave Mourer. If you havenôt already made plans to attend, please do. 
We will have flyers with more details in your Troop mailbox at the Betts 
Scout Service Center soon. Thank you. 

CAMP WIDE RAFT RACE  
 

This years Friday afternoon camp wide games will be a raft race. Troops or patrols may build a raft at camp to participate in the race. 

Materials may be brought with you or scavenged from the camp, BUT THE RAFT MUST BE BUILT DURING CAMP! We will 

race out around the buoy and back.  

 

You can not use nails in the construction of the raft.  

Oars or paddles must be crafted from material from camp (nothing from home).  

You can not use a device that is designed to be paddled or rowed during normal usage as part of the raft. 

You must wear PFDôs when racing (bring some from home as we only have so many at camp). 

Rafts must be propelled through the water from a kneeling or sitting position. 

You may use your hands to propel the raft only if your paddles break or end up on the bottom of the lake :-) 

The winners must have their raft intact at the finish line. 

The Camp Director and Program Director will have final say as to what is legal and what is not, so if you have any questions, please 

ask in advance so your boys will not be disappointed on race day. 

CUB SCOUT OVERNIGHTER  
 
The 2009 Cub Scout Overnighter event will take place on Friday, March 
13

th
- Saturday, March 14

th
, 2009  The overnighter will take place at the First 

Methodist Church (2nd and Market). Fonda Johnson is the chairman for this 
event. This event is open to all Cub Scouts with leadership and/or adult part-
ners. Flyers have been mailed to all Cubmasters. We do need reservations 
so that we have enough supplies and food. Cost is $6.00 for each 
scout/parent and $4.00 for any extra family members. Contact Fonda at 
726-2767 with any questions. Please make your reservations at the 
Scout Service  by Monday March 9th.  

Chief Scout Executive Bob Mazucca, 
Don Johnson & SE Kevin Bonner 
gather with the Warren Elks Club to 
help celebrate our 95th  
Anniversary at last year's  
Gathering of Eagles. 



 

  

DISTRICT  NEWS  
MORE SPLASHING  

  

Once again it's time for everyone to take advantage of the reduced rate for a fun day at Splash Lagoon in Erie. The date 
is set for March 29.  Regular price for admission is $34.95 for a full day of Splash. How-
ever, when you go on the 29th, you get a discount. Admission is just $29.95 per person 
for the full day. The only hitch is that the only way you can take advantage of this dis-
count is by picking up a coupon at the Betts Scout Service Center.  These coupons 
must be presented at the admission counter at Splash Lagoon at time of entry in order 
to qualify for the reduced rate. Even more good news? Its not just available for Scouts. 
You can get coupons for brothers, sisters, grandparents, neighbors - anyone! Just peo-
ple though, no pets!!!!  Splash Lagoon is very generous by providing this reduced fare to us. Go as a family, or make it a 
Pack or Troop field trip. Just make sure you get the coupons at the service center before you go. 

POPCORN AVAILABLE TO SELL  
If your Pack or Troop is looking for another quick fund-raiser before summer, you should 
know that we have popcorn available at the Betts Scout Service Center.  You may take as 
much of it as you wish and sell it either door-to-door or in front of a local store. Wal-Mart 
tells us that, as long as you make arrangements with them in advance, any Pack or Troop 
may sell popcorn out front of the store. It would be a great way to make some extra cash 
for your Unit. We get extra popcorn in the fall because we have to order full layers of prod-
uct on the pallets in order to keep our shipping fees as low as possible. Right now we have 
Unbelievable Butter, Butter Lite and Kettle Corn left over from this past fall's sale. It's all 
still good and not even close to its expiration date. We'll let your unit take the popcorn on 
consignment and all you'll need to do is pay us for the product after your sale. You keep 
the difference between what it sells for and our cost. To reserve popcorn for your unit, con-

tact Scout Executive Kevin Bonner at least two weeks before your sale. 

ACCEPTING SCOUTS FOR NATIONAL JAMBOREE  

  

Just a few slots are left for Scouts to attend the National Jamboree in 2010.  This Jamboree is being planned to be the 

biggest and best Jamboree ever held by the Boy Scouts of America. Boys who attend will have the opportunity to see 

and do things they never thought possible, as well as meet fellow Scouts from all 50 states and many other countries. 

Not everyone will be able to say they attended the 100th Anniversary Celebration at the National Jamboree!!! 

All Scouts from Webelos to age 16 can attend (see age rules below). 

  

Scouts attending the National Jamboree in 2010 must attend Summer Camp, 2010 at Camp Olmsted. There will be no 

charge for Summer Camp for Jamboree participants. All Scouts attending must have at least 2 full summer Scout   uni-

forms. We will be placing a large order for uniform parts in the fall of 2009 and this should save everyone a lot money. 
  

TO REGISTER:  All Scouts wishing to attend the Jamboree must register on line at myscouting.org.  You will need to 

create an account for yourself. Once you do that, and log in, click on "Event Reservations", then click on "Jamboree" and 

you will be walked through the registration process.  This is a National Office requirement and there is a $10   processing 

charge at the end of the registration process.  The $10 processing fee will be discounted from the total Jamboree price.  

In addition, in order to secure your spot, interested participants must submit a $100 deposit and  Jamboree Registration 

form to the Council Office as soon as possible.   

For More Information: Contact Dart Summerson at (814) 489-3479 

 Kevin Bonner, Scout Executive (email: kbonner@bsamail.org )  

http://us.mc842.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=kbonner@bsamail.org


 

  

Klondike  D erby  
The 2009 Klondike Derby was held Saturday February 
21,2009 on a much warmer day than the original one in 
January Camp Olmsted. Saturday turned out to be a 
beautiful day and fun was had by all. The boys competed,  
and the adults stuffed themselves with sausage provided 
by Tom Zaffino. The Chair for the event this year was 
Marty Yucha and he did another great job. First place 
went to the Spartan Patrol of Troop 8. Second place was 
won by the Tazmanian Devils Patrol of Troop 55 and third 
was earned by the Eagle Patrol of Troop 9. Many 
THANKS to all who participated in the event and also to 
those who worked behind the scenes to make everything 
run smoothly. The official results are in the Troop mail-
boxes at the Betts Scout Service Center. 

DISTRICT  NEWS  
BOY SCOUT OLYMPICS              

Scoutmasters- Flyers will soon be in your mailboxes at 
the Betts Service Center with information on the Boy 
Scout Olympics which will be held on March 28, 2009. 
The location for this event will be at Camp Olmsted. Indi-
vidual Scouts will compete in ten events for the Gold 
Medal or they can compete in individual events. The 
events are not set yet. Come prepared for anything.  
Please note that this is not a patrol or team competition 
but individual competition. Athletes will be encouraged to 
ñDO THEIR BESTò as they compete for the coveted 
ñGOLD MEDALò. Dave Whitten  SM of Troop 14 will chair 
this event.  

National Youth Leadership Training  
Scoutmasters, do you often wonder how you can get your scouts to take on leadership? Scouts, do you often 
wish that things would change in your troop and that you could take more leadership in the planning of your 
troop?  
  
The above questions are some of the key elements for the National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) event at 
Custalogatown  July 19 through July 25, 2009.  This training was formerly known as Junior Leader Training.  
 
 NYLT is an exciting, action -packed program designed to provide youth members of the Boy Scouts of 
America with leadership skills and experience they can use in their home troops and in other situations de-
manding leadership of self and others. The NYLT course centers around the concepts of what a leader must 
BE, what he must KNOW, and what he must DO. The key elements are then taught with a clear focus on 
HOW TO. The skills come alive during the week as the patrol goes on a Quest for the Meaning of Leader-
ship.  

NYLT is a six -day course. Content is delivered in a troop and patrol outdoor setting with an emphasis on im-
mediate application of learning in a fun environment. Interconnecting concepts and work processes are intro-
duced early, built upon, and aided by the use of mnemonics (memory aids), which allows participants to un-
derstand and employ the leadership skills much faster.ò  Encourage your troop to send two to three scouts to 

this training event!  And even register yourself to participate. Packets are now in your mailboxes at the Betts 
Scout Service Center. Please encourage your youth leaders to attend this important training.  

Scoutmaster Training  
 

District Training Chair Denny Mattison has set the next training session for Friday April 24thðSunday April 26th. New 
Leader Essentials, Intro to Outdoor Leader Skills and Scoutmaster and Assistant Scoutmaster Leader Specific Training 
will be covered. Boy Scout Leader Fast Start should be viewed before coming to this training. 
 
The cost is $15.00 to cover the cost of food for the weekend. The class starts  at 6:00 PM Friday evening (eat before you 
come). Report to the Hearts Content Campgrounds with your gear for the weekend. This will be held at the Spring Cam-
poree; so come prepares to CAMP! 
We must have reservations for this event. Please call the Betts Scout Service Center 723-6700 by May 1st to sign-up. 

Chief Scout Executive  
Bob Mazucca  

cuts our Anniversary Cake  

Are you a member yet?  



 

  

Dear Scout Parents, 

 

 The Chief Cornplanter Council, in cooperation with the Warren YMCA is now offering an opportunity to 

earn the Scuba BSA activity patch. 

 Whatôs ñScuba BSAò? ï ñScuba BSAò is a scuba diving experience course offered through the National 

Scout Council and PADI. Participants work with a qualified scuba instructor in the pool where they learn to 

put on scuba gear and learn the basics of scuba safety. Participants then get a chance to swim in full scuba 

gear, breathing underwater, and to experience the adventure of scuba diving. Successful participants will 

earn the Scuba BSA activity patch. 

 Whoôs in charge?- The scout leaders will be there as always. The individual providing scuba instruction is 

John Beard. In addition to being active in scouting, John is a certified Master Scuba Diver Trainer for PADI 

ï The Professional Association of Diving Instructors ï Americaôs largest scuba diving certification agency. 

He holds some 13 specialties in different areas of scuba diving including rescue diver, medic first aid, 

emergency first responder, cavern diving, shark diving and others. If youôd like to check his instructor 

background, you can call PADI International in California. The number is 1-800-729-7234 and his instruc-

tor number is 157653.   

 Eligibility ï Any scout who has achieved the rank of 1st class and who holds a swimming merit badge is 

eligible to attend. Class size is limited to 8 scouts and will be booked on a first come ï first served basis. 

 Dates ï The first three events will be held at the Warren YMCA from 6-8 pm on: 

           Wednesday, 15 April           Tuesday, 21 April            Monday, 27 April 

 Costs ï There are no costs associated with the course.    

 Paperwork ï There are a number of forms that do need to be completed prior to attendance. These forms 

are available at the council office. 
  

The first form is the two sided form titled ñContinue the Adventureò. There are two main parts: 

1 PADI Medical Questionnaire ï This must be completed for each participant.  

2 Discover Scuba Diving Safe Practices and Liability Release and Assumption of Risk 

Agreement ï These two sections must be filled and and signed by the parent or guardian. 

             Special Note: If you have completed this form and all the answers to the health 

             questions were ñNoò, you are ready to dive. You will NOT need to complete the  

             second form. 
  

PADI Medical Statement ï If there are any ñYesò answers on the diverôs medical 

questionnaire, we will need to have a special physicianôs form filled in and signed 

by your childôs physician granting medical permission for your child to dive. Un-

fortunately, no one will be allowed to use the scuba gear until these forms have 

been completed. 

 How do I sign upï Come to the Scout office and register. 
 

 Questions ï If you have any questions or concerns about the event, contact the Council Office at 

723-6700. If you have any concerns about the diving, please feel free to contact John Beard at 883-

8729. The YMCA will NOT be handling any sign-ups or registrations  

41 Eagles gather in the 
park to help celebrate our 
95th Anniversary last  
summer 

Welcome  
Ship 8  

Sponsored by the 
First Presbyterian 
Church, in Warren 

 


